
 

UNM Student Publications Board Meeting 

Friday, April 28, 2017 

Marron Hall, Room 131 

 

 

Present: Monica Kowal, Leslie Donovan, Tyler Narvaez, Joseph Bartolotta, Gabe Gallegos 

 

Ex-officio: Daven Quelle, Caitlin Carcerano 

 

Also Present: Carolyn Souther, Jillian Kovach, Sara MacNeil  

 

Absent: Robert Trapp, Jessica Campbell, Keriden Brown, GPSA Rep, SPJ rep 

 

Monica Kowal called the meeting to order at 3:03 p.m. 

 

Kowal asked for a review of the April 14, 2017 meeting minutes. Leslie Donovan made a motion 

to approve the minutes, seconded by Tyler Narvaez. The motion carried.  

 

Kowal thanked Daven Quelle for providing the dates of next year’s Student Publication board 

meetings. Kowal reported that she and Quelle have had conversations about board development 

for the upcoming year. Gabe Gallegos and Narvaez said that although their appointments are two 

year terms, they will monitor the political situation at ASUNM before deciding to stay on the 

board. Quelle encouraged them to remain on the board, noting that they do not have to leave the 

board due to new ASUNM leadership. Gallegos said he would like to stay on the board. Kowal 

said that she would like to have a full board in place by the first meeting in the fall. Joe 

Bartolotta said he was unable to discuss whether he would be on the board in the fall. Leslie 

Donovan said that her term was up and reported that although the University Secretary usually 

sends out faculty senate ballots to ask for appointments in April, it not yet been done. Donovan 

said she was willing to submit her name again, and recommended that the University Secretary 

be contacted. Kowal said that she would like to have Donovan remain on the board and that she 

would contact the University Secretary, Kenedi Hubbard, as well as Faculty Senate President, 

Pamela Pyle about Donovan’s appointment. Quelle said that the GPSA representative is no 

longer at UNM. She noted that the GPSA office manager said he would include appointing a 

new representative to the incoming president’s agenda.  

 

Kowal asked for a final report from Caitlin Carcerano for Conceptions Southwest. Carcerano 

reported that the binding of the new issue was unacceptable, and the magazines were sent back to 

be rebound. She said that although Print Masters was great to work with, she may recommend 

that the new editor sticks with Starline. Carcerano said the reception will be held on Wednesday 

May 3, at 5:30 p.m. in the UNM Honors Forum. Carcerano said she was proud of the pieces her 

staff chose to publish, pleased with the layout, and very happy with the final version. Kowal and 

Gallegos complimented Carcerano on the cover and layout. Carcerano said she printed 700 

copies. She reported that she had 5 core staff members working on the magazine. Quelle thanked 

Carcerano for her work.  

 



Kowal asked for a final report for Best Student Essays. Quelle reported in Keriden Brown’s 

absence. She said the reception was held April 28 in the UNM Honors Forum. She reported that 

most submitters attended to read their works, and those who were unable to attend had prepared 

statements that others read for them. Quelle said a few nominators were also at the reception. 

Quelle said that she understood that Brown struggled with staffing and essentially produced the 

magazine on her own. Donovan noted there was a nice range of essays in the spring magazine.  

 

Kowal reviewed the process for selecting magazine editor applicants. She said the usual method 

was for the board to go into closed session to interview the applicants and then return to open 

session for board members to state their preference for editor. Kowal said that there were three 

applications for Conceptions Southwest—Sara MacNeil, who was present, and Jillian Kovach, 

who would be interviewing remotely from the Netherlands. Kowal said there was one applicant 

for Best Student Essays, Jillian Kovach.  

 

Gallegos made a motion to close the board meeting for interviewing and reviewing the 

candidates, seconded by Narvaez. The motion carried.  

 

The meeting went into closed session at 3:20 p.m. 

 

The board returned to open meeting at 4:19 p.m.  

 

Quelle took a roll call of the board members present for their preference for 2017-18 

Conceptions Southwest editor. Bartolotta , Donovan Gallegos, Kowal and Narvaez selected 

Jillian Kovach.  

 

Kowal congratulated Kovach. She thanked MacNeil said that the board appreciated her vision for 

inclusion dance and performance into the magazine. Kowal encouraged her to work with the 

staff and reapply next year after gaining magazine experience. Quelle asked Kovach to contact 

her when Kovach returns to Albuquerque. 

 

Kowal asked Quelle for a timeline for reopening the Best Student Essays editor position, since 

the only applicant for BSE was selected as CSW editor.   Bartolotta asked about the possibility of 

selecting applicants without interviewing. Gallegos, Narvaez and Kowal said that interviewing 

was important to the selection process. Quelle said she would advertise the position in the Daily 

Lobo starting April 30, and forward ads to board members for posting on listservs they have 

access to. Kowal confirmed that interviews will be held on Monday, June 5 at 4:00 p.m. 

 

Donovan nominated Monica Kowal as Chair of the Student Publications Board for 2017-18. 

Narvaez seconded the motion. The motion carried. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 4:32 p.m. 


